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Friends of Edgewood Celebrates Ed Center’s 15 Years

by Michele W. Conway

The Bill and Jean Lane Education Center in Edgewood
Park and Natural Preserve is 15 years old. Julia Bott,
former director of the San Mateo County Parks Foundation
who was the champion of fundraising and development for
the project, says: “Wow! 15 years. It has now been active
longer than it took to plan and build.”

The building was completed in 2011, but the idea of

an interpretive center that would serve as a portal to
Edgewood Park and Natural Preserve, was conceived many
years earlier.

In 1997, the San Mateo County master plan for Edgewood
called for the possible development of a small interpretive
center. In 1998, the San Mateo County Parks Foundation
was formed, Julia Bott became executive director, and the
foundation began a campaign to raise funds for the
“Edgewood Interpretive Center.”

In 1999, Friends of Edgewood began creating a vision for a
visitor center. Peter Ingram, then president of FoE, said, “I
recall Julia saying that her vision for the visitor center was
as ‘the portal into the preserve’. In our early work sessions
with her, she would bring coffee and goodies, and a half-
dozen of us would huddle at a picnic table to talk about
ideas.”

Laurie Alexander, who later became the first Ed Center
coordinator, said, “A ton of work and research went into
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the conceptual interpretive plan” for the center and an
interpretation manual for docents/hosts was developed.
Early exhibit ideas included a relief map, dioramas, and
history panels. Over the years, many new features have
been added, including audio-visual presentations, stereo
microscope, wildflower/wildlife board, scat display,
puppets, rock specimens, and hands-on activities. The Ed
Center has become a meeting place for docent training,
ranger appreciation, seed exchanges, nature journaling,
and more. It is where many visits to the preserve begin and
end for orientation and discussion of observations.

The Ed Center was completed in phases from concept to
reality. About two million dollars was raised, with the
largest private donation ($200,000) coming from Bill and
Jean Lane in 2008.

More than 3,000 people visited the Ed Center in the first

three months it was open in 2011. Some visitor entries in

the Guest Journal then were:

« Gorgeous center to celebrate Earth. Thank you all for
your foresight and fortitude to make it happen.

+ Great resource for the community.

« This is a beautifully constructed nature center with its

wonderful education and recycled features of
construction.

The building was sited to reduce its environmental impact
and recycled materials were used throughout. Peter said,
“Julia was ahead of the green curve in pursuing recycled
and repurposed materials for the project: doors from an
old county building, recycled jeans for insulation,
discarded concrete from city sidewalk replacements.” In
2012, the Ed Center received a Green Building award from
Sustainable San Mateo County.

But.. ., “the Ed Center is just a building,” Julia Bott said.
“It is the [FoE hosts] and visitors that give it life.”

Docent Judy Wong said, “I think the Ed Center has become
a hub for volunteers to foster FoE’s mission to protect
Edgewood’s extraordinary biodiversity and foster lasting
connections with Edgewood and the ~ continued on page 2



Ed Center continued from page 1

larger natural world. It is a focus for ongoing education
and engaging visitors so they, too, can share the special
nature opportunities available at Edgewood. The more
they learn [at the Ed Center], the more they see when on
the trails!”

Howie Smith agrees. A volunteer
with FoE for many years, he has
spent the last 10 years establishing
the native plant garden that
surrounds the Ed Center. He says
that the Ed Center introduces
visitors to the park and preserve,
where they can learn about trails,
plants, birds, and more. N
“Likewise,” Howie says, “the native B TR
garden provides an introduction to the native plants in the
park and preserve. All the native plants that I have
introduced into the native garden are sourced from
Edgewood,” . . . and labels help visitors recognize some of
the plants they might see during a hike.

Laurie appreciated that some hosts and visitors are
regulars at the Ed Center. “It creates a way for them to stay
in touch with the park and preserve,” and she believes the
Ed Center is a catalyst for creating new opportunities for
connection with the preserve.

The Ed Center closed in March 2020 for two years during
the COVID-19 pandemic, reopening in March 2022. When
it closed, Peter described the Ed Center as “normally
having an outsized footprint of human activity in constant

Photos, left to right: Ed Center interio}j butt;ﬂy diorama, Sequoia High School students tr3;ing out the stereo microscope. Plant

and joyous motion.” He regretted the opportunities for
learning and connection that were lost during the closure.

Now, hosts and visitors alike show us that the Ed Center
is still a hub of joy, learning, and connection. Nancy
Enzminger, current Ed Center coordinator, reports that
5,320 adults and 1,671 kids visited the Ed Center in 2025.

Nina Bell, who hosts on some Saturday mornings shares
this story: “Many people come in, look, and enjoy . . . but
there was one teenage girl who went beyond just ‘enjoying’.
She was totally engaged and besotted with the microscope.
Item after item was put under the scope. She dove into
observing each one with such care and enthusiasm. The
wonderment she was feeling filled the room. It was quite
magical.”

Freshly-minted docent Medea Isphording Bern said, “One
thing I love about the Ed Center is the footprint and scat
displays. On my first hike yesterday, my first stop with two
kid hikers was that display. I pointed out that lizard poo is
larger than squirrel poo. Wow! The dad engaged as well.
Who knew poo could be an ice breaker?”

Anne Scanlan-Rohrer says that during her docent training,
she waited at the Ed Center — often the first to arrive
before class, and felt great anticipation for the lessons of
the day. “The Ed Center is where my Edgewood life began
and where it continues,” she says. “Earlier this year, as I
waited there as a docent hike leader for my guests to
arrive, a group of weeders appeared, as well as members
of the docent Class of ’23 for a reunion hike, and
birdwatchers on a walk. There was a joyous chaos of our
wonderful community gathering.” %

photo in left column: Western columbine in the native garden. All photos, including sign on page 1, by Barrie Moore
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Two Major Work Projects Come to Edgewood this Summer

by Barrie Moore

Spring is always a riotous joy in Edgewood. Summer is the
typical season for cleaning up after the party. The rangers
plan to conduct their usual trail brushing and tree
trimming starting in June, but this year we have two more
extensive projects going on in the preserve.

There is a sense of dread anytime we hear about big
maintenance work being planned, but FoE has put a
tremendous amount of time and effort into building strong
relationships, creating avenues for early communication,
and strengthening our processes so that our preservation
and restoration goals are at the forefront of projects like
these. Here’s what we can expect this summer.

Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Following the CZU Lightning Complex fire in August 2020,
San Mateo County Parks made a concerted effort to protect
county parks and local communities from the devastation
of wildfire by creating strategic shaded fuel breaks in
Edgewood, Huddart, Wunderlich, and other parks in the
system. This year, a section along Old Stage Road leading
from the Education Center up to the intersection with the
Franciscan trail is slated for shaded fuel break clearing.
Old Stage Road is the primary emergency access road into
the preserve, and the area abuts both the Ed Center and
the ranger’s residence.

“The goal of a shaded fuel break is to remove understory
vegetation that can fuel a wildfire while maintaining a
healthy tree canopy and protecting rare plants and habitat
for birds, woodrats, and other animals,” says Sheena
Sidhu, Natural Resource Specialist with San Mateo County
Parks. Sidhu, who joined the natural resources (NRM)
team in January and has extensive experience working on
fuel reduction projects at Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve,
is leading the Old Stage Road fuel break project.

Planning for this work began in late February with
representatives of Friends of Edgewood’s TERTELS team
joining the County Parks’ NRM team, arborist, and rangers
on a walkthrough of the site. The collaboration led to many
suggestions for flagging rare plants, adjusting project
boundaries to protect certain species, and scheduling

work to avoid the busy spring hike season.

The work will be completed in June or July and will
primarily be done by hand, although some equipment may
be used to clear particularly dense stands of poison oak. No
work will be done near the Corilleras Creek corridor.
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“The cleared spaces always look like they’ve had an
overdue haircut,” Sidhu says. The change can initially look
very stark, but there are benefits to some disturbance and
allowing more light to reach areas that have been shaded
out by overgrowth. Several ideas are being explored for
effective ways to maintain the shaded fuel breaks in order
to make sure any non-native weeds that might appear are
removed before becoming an issue. We are discussing
experiments along the previously completed Sylvan trail
shaded fuel break that could be conducted this summer or
next spring. Stay tuned for more details!

PG&E Work Along Natural Gas Pipeline

The second big project is taking place on the other side of
the preserve. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is
conducting important safety and restoration work along
the natural gas pipeline that runs on the west side of
Edgewood. That work began on April 24, 2026, and will
continue through October 2026.

Equipment will be staged near the Ridgeview trail between
junctions 13 and 15 and near the Clarkia trail at junction
22. PG&E crews have cleared brush and trimmed trees
along the natural gas pipeline at those two work sites and
along the length of the Sunset trail where vehicles and
equipment will be moving through the preserve. PG&E has
also identified several trees that are located too close to the
pipeline and will need to be removed for safety reasons.

The Ridgeview
trail between
junctions 13 o
and 15 will be L
closed for the Q?q#‘
duration of the 7
work. No other "
trail closures %\
are planned.
Flaggers may
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continued on page 9
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A Season of Firsts

Story and photos by Leslie Cavaliere

Do you remember the first time you visited Edgewood Park and
Natural Preserve? What inspired you to return — and to keep
returning? Did you fall in love with the vibrant landscapes during
the spring bloom? Were you inspired by the amazing diversity of
birds one can see on any given day? Perhaps it was the sight of a jackrabbit zig-zagging across the grassland or a coyote on
the hunt diving into the grass after a gopher or vole. Did you visit early in the day or late in the afternoon when golden
hour casts a magic spell along the trails?

I've been hiking in the preserve over 15 years, mainly in the morning, and have come to love all of those things. I've also
had the privilege of photographing so many of those magic moments. But as I strolled along the trails this spring, I was
struck by the number of “firsts” I encountered — new raptor species and fascinating behaviors I'd never noticed before.

Perhaps the most exciting “first” was spotting a golden eagle perched high in a tree near Inspiration Point, and, on another
day, watching it swoop low over the grassland to spar with a red-shouldered hawk (above, right).

Sightings of northern harriers are usually brief fly-bys as they skim low over the grass in search of prey, but I had the
pleasure of observing one serenely preening on a rock (below, left) for nearly 10 minutes before I finally hiked on.

On another day, the persistent chirping of oak titmouse fledglings deep inside a tree hollow caught my attention. Though
the young birds weren’t visible, it was a thrill to hear their insistent calls. The next day, I paused to watch the parents
swoop in and out of the hollow to feed their young (below, center). continued on page 5
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Firsts continued from page 4

I spotted swarms of lesser goldfinch on several mornings.
As they hovered over the grass, I noticed them plucking
flowers from tidy tips and flying off with the bright yellow
blooms clutched in their beaks (previous page, bottom
right).

Pollinators brought their own moments of wonder.
White-lined sphinx moths (above, left) — often mistaken
for hummingbirds — hovered among the wildflowers,
moving from bloom to bloom with astonishing precision.
Honeybees sheltered deep inside fringed checker blooms

(above, center) while wind whipped across the grasslands.

Native bumblebees busily worked warrior’s plume and
clung delicately to lupine blossoms (above, right).

Pausing to watch these small but essential creatures at
work was a reminder that the preserve’s spring spectacle
depends not only on sweeping landscapes and captivating
wildlife, but also on the quiet, tireless labor of its
pollinators.

I even found myself noticing
wildflowers I had somehow
overlooked before — Marin dwarf
flax (shown at right), fragrant
fritillary, seep monkeyflower,
western larkspur, snowberry.

Perhaps good things come to those who wait. Or perhaps
nature gently reminds us to stay curious, slow down, and
remain open to new discoveries. %

At an Edgewood Farms work party April 19, volunteer farmers and friends added a new layer of mulch to suppress
weeds and reduce vole incursion in the planting beds, and did additional weeding and maintenance at the farm.
Pictured from left: Sabra Abraham, Perry McCarty, Matt Tobin, Suzanne Lantz, and Wren Leader behind the

wheelbarrow. Photos by Jasmine Reyda
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Above: Docent class of 2026, bringing their own sunshine. Photo by Kate Bauer

Far right: Docent class member Elaine Johnson made “Oak Tree Blche de Noél” for the graduation party, with
shortbread leaves and marzipan acorns. It was delicious! Photo by Elaine Johnson

Congratulations to the 2026 Docent Class Graduates

by Sandy Bernhard

Like the preserve itself, Friends of Edgewood is a dynamic
ecosystem. Each year brings growth and change. Each
year, another class of wildflower docents arrives. Some
class members are new to our organization; others are
already FoE volunteers, adapting to new roles. Some come
with docenting experience; some, with plant knowledge;
others bring just an open heart and mind. From winter
into spring, we help them gain the skills and knowledge —
the flower and people power — to lead interpretive hikes in
Edgewood. In return, they give us their fresh perspectives
and energy. It’s a mutualistic relationship — and a very
happy exchange!

Should you meet on the trails any of the capable, merry
graduates of the 2026 Docent Class, please offer them
your hearty congratulations and warm welcome: Mari
Aldridge, Dan Antonaccio, Lisa Avallone, Patti Berryhill,
Medea Isphording Bern, Elaine Johnson, Lisa Leib,
Shaoshu Li, Cheryl Marelich, and Regine Staufenberg.
Long may they lead!

Our program itself is never in stasis. Two new instructors
joined the team this year. Long-time, much-loved
Grasslands instructor, Alf Fengler, passed his role to
naturalist Kate Bauer, and Howie Smith, our beloved
native-garden curator, passed on the role of Morphology
instructor to the creator of PlantID.net, Bruce Homer-
Smith. Kate and Bruce are joining a long and proud
tradition of FoE volunteer instructors: returning team
members included Kathy Korbholz (history), Paul Heiple
(geology), Gina Genduso (wildlife), and Rebecca Reynolds
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(woodlands). Many thanks to each for their expertise, time,
and energy!

We also had the good fortune of a SMC Parks Interpretive
Ranger auditing the class: Lauren Ford-Peterson brought a
sunny smile and professional expertise to many sessions.

Sincere thanks also go out to the docents who served as
2026 mentors: Caroline Bowker, Emily Fawcett, Gina
Genduso, Sabra Abraham, James Higbie, Sue Lindner,
Doug Ward, Deborah Anthonyson, Vera Dadok, Lindsay
Joye, Larry Goity, Sue Schmitt, and Debbie Wright.
Mentors offer friendly, customized support, helping new
docents feel able to lead and increasing their connection to
our community. Making connections is what docenting is
all about!

To find out how you can become a Wildflower Docent visit

friendsofedgewood.org/become-a-docent or contact me,

Sandy Bernhard, the training coordinator at docent-

training-coord @friendsofedgewood.org. %

Friends of Edgewood
VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION
EVENT

Sunday, July 26th
3pm - Spm

Hats off to all our amazing volunteers!
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How Pollinators and Plants in Edgewood Depend on Each Other

by Bruce Homer-Smith

Edgewood has hundreds of flowering plant species that
depend on pollinators being available when their seasonal
cycle prompts them to bloom. Equally necessary,
pollinators depend on seasonal blooms being present when
they’re active, searching for the nectar and pollen they need.

Our native flowering plants and their pollinators have had
thousands to millions of years to align their life cycles with
one another. Each species does it differently, but across
the community, a balance of availability develops.

During summer in Edgewood, blooming and pollinating
are abundant. Plants with easily accessible flowers can
work with many pollinators. But the first flowers of spring,
and the last bloomers of the fall, depend on specific
pollinator groups whose life cycles make them active

just when they’re needed.

Edgewood manzanitas, shooting stars, and

bumble bee queens

Manzanitas and shooting stars in Edgewood bloom from
February into April, opening their upside-down flowers
when the weather is often cold and stormy. Few pollinators
are fully active in these conditions, so much of the early
pollination work falls to bumble bee queens (Bombus sp.).

Queen black-tailed bumble bee, photographed 2/11/2026.
Photo by romimarih at iNaturalist CC BY-NC

Like annual plants,
most bumble bee
colonies are built
from scratch each
year. Only the queen
lives through the
winter; all the other
bumble bees die in the
fall. In late summer,
after mating and
fueling up, the queen
rests in soil or leaf
litter, entering
diapause, the insect
equivalent of
hibernation. She
remains dormant
through the early
winter, emerging in January or February. Local
temperature and soil moisture help trigger both early
manzanita and shooting star blooms, and the queen’s
return to activity. Rain-softened soils help her emerge.

Buzz pollinating a shooting star.
Photo © James Trager, PlantID.net

The bumble bee queen’s first tasks are feeding and nesting.
As a strong flier, she can forage in cool conditions, often
visiting hundreds of flowers on a single trip. Although
most plants are not in bloom, manzanitas and shooting
stars offer abundant, nutrient-rich flowers.

These upside-down flowers have poricidal anthers, which
release pollen through small pores when shaken. The
bumble bee queen clings to the flower opening with her
legs or mouthparts. She vibrates her flight muscles in a
process called sonication. This high-frequency buzz shakes
pollen out like salt from a shaker. Pollen falls down onto
her hairy body, where she grooms it into pollen baskets on
her hind legs. For manzanitas, she then presses her face
against the flower opening and extends her tongue upward
to the base of the flower to drink nectar. Shooting stars
don’t offer nectar.

Back at the nest, the bumble bee mixes collected pollen
with a small amount of nectar and saliva to form a pollen
loaf. She places this in a protective wax-covered mound
and lays her eggs in it, creating a brood clump. Nearby, she
builds small wax pots to store nectar, which she sips from
to maintain her energy as she incubates her brood. She
generates heat to keep her eggs warm by shivering her
powerful flight muscles.

continued on page 8
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Pollinators and Plants continued from page 7

Once the queen’s first brood emerges, her small colony
begins to take shape. Workers take over much of the
foraging, allowing the queen to stay home and lay eggs. But
in the earliest weeks, the queen is often the only bumble
bee in flight.

California buttercup and mining bees
Buttercups do it differently. Blooming early but a bit after
the manzanitas, buttercup flowers open wide, offering
their many stamens and pistils to any pollinator that can
crawl or fly to their easy-to-reach, upward-facing food.
Their dozen or so petals have a glossy layer that reflects
warmth toward the center, an additional attraction for
cold-weather pollinators. And buttercups offer nectar at
the base of each petal.

Mining bees (Andrena sp.) are major pollinators of
buttercups. They emerge from diapause (hibernation) just
as the buttercups bloom. Males have three jobs: find
nectar, patrol for females, and die. But a female’s role is
more complicated. In the month or two that she is active,
she must create the next generation. She’ll need lots of
pollen and nectar, and for that, buttercups are one of her
best resources.

Unlike bumble bees, mining bees do not form colonies.
Each female works independently, nesting underground.
She constructs a separate chamber for each egg she will
lay. When the weather is cold and stormy, she works
underground. But in better weather, over several weeks,

Wningﬁee on a buttercup. Photo by Gina Gendus?(gi?ra-
genduso at iNaturalist) CC BY-NC
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she makes foraging trips to collect the provisions her
offspring will need as they develop.

On foraging days, she lands on a buttercup and pivots,
drinking nectar from each petal base, while her
hindquarters get covered with pollen from the center.
She combs the pollen onto the dense brushes on her hind
legs and returns to her nest. She mixes nectar and pollen
to form a food mass that she packs into each of her
underground cells. When complete, she lays a single

egg in each one.

And then she dies.

The next generation of mining bees develops underground
for almost an entire year, feeding on stored food in their
cells, reaching adulthood, and waiting, dormant, until it’s
time to re-emerge next spring.

Summer long-horned bee on a fall-blooming aster. Photo
by Melanie Barnett (melbar2022 at iNaturalist) CC BY-NC

Asters and summer long-horned bees

By late summer and into fall, soils are drying. Many
California asters bloom now, just as other floral resources
are declining. Anchoring a late-season food web, aster
patches become hubs that concentrate pollinators
gathering nectar and pollen, herbivores feeding on

leaves and seeds, predators hunting among them, and
birds moving through to feed.

Summer long-horned bees (Melissodes sp.) take advantage
of this late-season bounty, focusing on members of the
sunflower family (Asteraceae). The bees crawl across the
many tiny florets in each aster flowerhead, probing for
nectar while pollen sticks to their hairy bodies.

Like mining bees, summer long-horned bees develop
underground and live as solitary nesters. Their life cycle
follows a similar pattern, continued on page 9
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Pollinators and Plants continued from page 8

but is shifted to later in the season. They emerge and
are active through the warm, dry weeks of late summer
and fall.

Males have remarkable antennae that can be as long as
their entire bodies (thus the name “long-horned”). Their
antennae are packed with sensory receptors that help them
detect females’ pheromones from a distance. Males don’t
have a nest to return to. After an active day, they often
sleep on the asters, waiting for the females to arrive the
next morning.

Early in her active phase, a female mates with a male,
storing sperm to fertilize each egg that she will lay when
it’s time. She busily gathers pollen and nectar on many
trips from her nest. Back underground, she excavates and
provisions new cells, filling them with pollen mixed with
nectar. When all is ready, she lays an egg in each one and
seals the cell with a water-resistant coating.

Like the mining bees before them, long-horned bees’ active
time ends with the season. They leave the next generation
safe in their waterproof chambers to wait three quarters of
a year for the return of the fall aster blooms.

Complex insect life cycles add diversity
Insects pass through several seasonal phases, each with
different food and shelter requirements. Each species
uses different parts of the habitat across space and time,
evolving to find niches that reduce competition and
improve chances of survival and reproduction.

For instance, larvae and adults often eat completely
different foods, reducing competition within the same
species as well as with other species. Insects enter
dormancy when conditions are unfavorable, pausing
before entering the next phase, allowing them to bridge
long dry summers or cold winters.

These varied life cycles allow seasonal coordination with
the blooms of Edgewood’s plants. Insects emerge in sync
with the bloom cycles of compatible plants, such as early
spring buttercups or late-season asters.

Edgewood, with so many flower species, can support a
wide diversity of pollinators with different timing and
adaptations. Together, these overlapping life cycles create
a shifting sequence of pollinators across the seasons,
forming a resilient system. %

Research and editing help provided by ChatGPT.
Fact-checking by friends and Gemini Al.
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Become a Friend of Edgewood

Help support FoE's habitat restoration programs and
activities that connect people to the beauty of nature
in Edgewood Park & Natural Preserve.

A donation of any amount is greatly appreciated!
Consider becoming a sustaining member by signing
up to make a monthly donation of $5 or more.

Pay by credit card at foew.org/donate, or complete
the form below and mail with your check.

r
| Thank you for supporting Friends of Edgewood.

I . .
| Please circle your donation amount:

I$25 $50 $100* $150* 250* $500* $

I
| Name
I

I Address

I City/State/Zip

I
| Email
I

IPhone

| *Check if you wish to receive eligible thank you gifts:

EXPLORER newsletter preference: O email O mail

I O 6 Edgewood greeting cards for donations of $100+
I O Plus 1 year of Bay Nature for donations of $150+

| Mail with your check to Friends of Edgewood, 3 Old

: Stage Coach Rd, Redwood City, CA 94062-3801.

LDonations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

PG&E Work continued from page 3

Friends of Edgewood has no direct role in the PG&E
project, but our TERTELS team consulted with the San
Mateo County Parks’ NRM team and assisted with flagging
special plants, including Kings Mountain manzanita,
Marin dwarf flax, and elegant rein orchids. The county
NRM team has been actively monitoring the project,
ensuring that PG&E permit conditions are met,
particularly regarding avoidance of sensitive plants,
prevention of weed infestation, and restoration of
disturbed sites. Questions about the work should be
directed to Rachel Lopez, PG&E’s community contact, at
Rachel.Lopez@pge.com or 650-207-5858.

Find details about current trail closures on the San Mateo
County Parks website at Edgewood Park Advisories. %
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Friends of Edgewood

PRESERVE « EDUCATE » RESTORE

Friends of Edgewood Natural Preserve
3 0Old Stage Coach Road
Redwood City, CA 94062-3801

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Bill and Jean Lane Education Center
at Edgewood Park and Natural Preserve

Permanent and changing exhibits. Staffed by volunteer
hosts. Open most Saturdays, Sundays, and Wednesdays.

To learn more about Friends of Edgewood, visit our
website at foew.org, call us at 650-367-7576, or

email us at info@friendsofedgewood.org.

lo’l www.instagram.com/friendsofedgewood/

0 www.facebook.com/FOEdgewood/

- When visiting Edgewood Park and Natural
EdgeWO 0 d Preserve, please review trail maps, obey signs,
EXP I.o RE R and stay on approved trails.

= See friendsofedgewood.org to learn about
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