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Volunteers Make It Happen!
by Sue Lindner
Friends of Edgewood exists to protect Edgewood’s extra-
ordinary biodiversity and to foster lasting connections with 
Edgewood and the larger natural world. These goals are 
realized by FoE volunteers who contribute their knowledge 
and time in diverse ways – and have fun while they do so!

One measure of volunteer contribution is the total number 
of hours spent on Friends of Edgewood programs. In 2023, 
this total came to 13,570 hours – within 100 hours of the 
record set in 2022 (13,662 hours). And the volunteers who 
contributed those hours were among the 350 members of 
Friends of Edgewood – an all-time high membership count 
for this organization!

About 37% (~5017 hrs) of the total volunteer time was 
devoted to land and wildlife stewardship activities, such as 
monitoring, surveying, protecting, or restoring Edgewood’s 
native ecosystems:

Land and Wildlife Stewardship 
Activities

Volunteer 
Hours

Adopt-a-Highway (Road Warriors) 173.33
Bluebird Box Monitoring 373.75
Butterfly Restoration 72.5
Camera Trapping 63.5
Edgewood Farms (Seed Collection & 
Propagation)

242.5

Green Grass Initiative (Grassland 
Restoration)

532.84

Project 467 Habitat Restoration  109.71
Showcase Sites 149.47
Social Trail Mitigation 117.56
SOD Blitz 30.62
TERTELS (Mapping & Conservation) 433.4
Thornmint Restoration 54.75
Weed Reduction (Weed Warriors) 1487.19
Weekly Wildflower Surveys 1175.87

Edgewood volunteers and activists out doing good in 
the preserve.  Photo by Sandy Bernhard

http://friendsofedgewood.org/
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President’s Message
by Peter Ingram
For many years we have invited visitors 
to Edgewood to join trained docents for 
the annual wildflower hikes. It has 

become a welcome harbinger of spring to receive that flyer 
announcing another opportunity to experience the magic 
of the serpentine grasslands and the splendor of the 
woodlands in bloom. 

Spring is also the time when our board reviews and refines 
strategic priorities and finalizes its operating budget for 
the year. For me, these important activities prompt 
reflection on where we’ve been and where we are going 
as an organization, and what we are learning about 
Edgewood that foreshadows its ecological future. Such 
contemplations are inextricably tied to the owner and 
operator of the preserve, the San Mateo County Parks 
Department. 

Some thoughts on how I view the state of our partnership 
with Parks, and the things I will be especially focused on in 
2024:

Three years ago we set out to improve communication and 
collaboration with Parks staff in the midst of the launch of 
the county’s wildfire fuel management program. We felt a 
strong need to reassert the primacy of Edgewood Natural 
Preserve’s unique status and to ensure that preservation 
was made a top priority in the management of the land. 
We also pressed Parks to find more collaborative ways to 
protect and restore sensitive habitat and endangered, 
threatened, or rare species while balancing public access. 

Our expressed observations at that time were 1) 
Edgewood’s status as a natural preserve appeared to be 
losing priority in park system management decisions; and 
2) robust communication between the Friends of 
Edgewood (FoE) and Parks staff was lacking. 

The ensuing activities in Edgewood sometimes created 
issues and conflicts, while our ongoing discussions with 
Parks were often difficult and sometimes positive. If not 
for the steadfast commitment of Parks Director Nicholas 
Calderon to stay engaged and be receptive to criticisms and 
ideas, we would not be in the candid, can-do circumstances 
we find ourselves in today. To wit: Two years ago we 
established regular monthly “Edgewood Partnership Work 
Sessions.” FoE board VP Barrie Moore and I sit down with 
Nicholas and the Parks Dept. Assistant Director Hannah 
Ormshaw to work together on key aspects of the 
partnership. 
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https://supportparks.org/news/photo-contest/
mailto:leslie@supportparks.org


Edgewood EXPLORER 5 SPRING 2024

Skeleton Weed: Invasive and Odd Member of the “Dandelion Tribe”

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en
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by Angela Mallett
Friends of Edgewood Natural Preserve is an all-volunteer, 
nonprofit organization with the mission to protect 
Edgewood’s extraordinary biodiversity and foster lasting 
connections with Edgewood and the larger natural world. 
Our volunteers participate in 27 programs, which we group 
into three broad categories: land and wildlife stewardship, 
nature education, and interpretive programs. Additionally, 
there are ongoing activities related to governance and 
organizational infrastructure. See the list of activities in 
these categories on page 2.

Our largest expenditure in 2023 was land and wildlife 
stewardship (managed as “Project 467”), including 
the Green Grass initiative, Edgewood Farms (seed 
propagation), and San Mateo thornmint and Pentachaeta 

Treasurer’s Report for 2023

30th Year Was Great for Revenue, Outreach, and Celebration

continued on page 7

restorations. We held several meetings for members, 
including our 30th anniversary celebration combined with 
the annual general meeting, where members exchanged 
valuable knowledge, ideas, and native seeds from their 
private gardens. For the convenience of preserve visitors, 
including those on our docent-led hikes, we rented a 
portable toilet, which was located near the Sunset Gate 
during the busiest months. Educational posters were 
created for the 30th anniversary celebration and were used 
as part of special outreach activities at the San Carlos 
Hometown Days, the Redwood City July 4th festival, and 
the San Mateo County Parks SummerFest.

2023 was another great year for revenue, allowing us to 
pay land and wildlife stewardship expenses without 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-edgewood-natural-preserve-3011937000
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http://friendsofedgewood.org/annual-report
http://PlantID.net/
mailto:mem@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
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www.instagram.com/friendsofedgewood/

www.facebook.com/FOEdgewood/

Friends of Edgewood Natural Preserve
3 Old Stage Coach Road
Redwood City, CA 94062-3801
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