
The Case of the Mysterious Edgewood Feline
In August, visitors to Edgewood Park and Natural Preserve 
reported seeing a mysterious feline that sometimes 
behaved quite strangely, and even seemed aggressive at 
times. On Aug. 8, Head Ranger Rogelio Castaneda said 
there were several recent reports of a bobcat in Edgewood 
spooking folks by standing its ground on the trails, and, in 
one case, walking towards people. Some people wondered 
whether it was truly a bobcat – suggesting that, because of 
its demeanor, perhaps it was a domestic cat. Plus, the tail 
seemed notably longer and the fur less mottled than would 
be expected for a bobcat. One observer noted white 
markings on the ears, but this is consistent with bobcats. 

Bobcats typically have 
bobbed tails and weigh 
15-25 pounds – about 
twice the size of a 
domestic cat. Other 
notable characteristics 
of bobcats are round 
faces and pointed ears. 

Swapnil Ghiware, who 
visited Edgewood on 
Aug. 17, reported 
seeing a mysterious cat 
and took these photos. 

Swapnil said, “My encounter was near the intersection of 
Sunset and Clarkia trails. I had just turned into the Sunset 
trail (from Clarkia trail) when I noticed the bobcat a bit 
further up on the Sunset trail. It was walking toward me 
and noticed me when it got a bit closer. I took a few steps 
back to give him a bit more space. It stood on the trail for 
maybe a minute, unsure of what to do, and then hopped on 
to the wooden rail next to the trail and then went into the 
bushes up in the hill. It was definitely an encounter that I 
will fondly remember for a long time.”

Swapnil agreed with Roger Brinton who encountered the 
bobcat in late August and described it as wary but not 
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Clarkia Trailhead Gets a Much Needed Safety Update
Story and photo by Barrie Moore
Friends of Edgewood has long been advocating 
for better visibility and safety for pedestrians at 
the Clarkia trailhead entrance. 

With support from San Mateo County Parks 
Director Nicholas Calderon, we were able to 
convince San Mateo County Public Works to 
install new directional signage to the Clarkia trail 
along Cañada Road and add a new crosswalk 
that includes pedestrian crossing signs and 
painted bike lanes at the preserve entrance. 

We hope that these improvements will help 
drivers become more aware of the thousands of 
visitors who enter Edgewood from the Clarkia 
trailhead each month and make it easier for the 
public to find one of our most beloved and 
beautiful trails. ❖

Get Involved with 
Friends of Edgewood

Take a Winter Hike
Winter rains wake up beautiful mosses! Learn about these 
tiny and fascinating plants on a free hike with FoE docent 
Rebecca Reynolds. We will meet at the Ed Center at 9:00 
a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 18, and spend some time looking 
closely at 10-20 of the easily accessible examples and 
learning a few fascinating details about mosses in general.

We will amble at a moderate pace and make frequent stops 
to take a closer look at what we find along the trail. This 
event is geared toward adults and older children interested 
in learning more about mosses found at Edgewood Park 
and Natural Preserve. Signups for the Mosses for 
Beginners hike begin Jan. 2 on Eventbrite. ❖

Join the Wildflower Docent Team! 
If you’re inspired by the beauty of Edgewood, curious 
about the natural world, and would love the chance to 
share your enthusiasm with others, consider becoming a 
Friends of Edgewood docent. Training for 2025 begins 
in early January and runs through the end of April. We’ll 
teach you everything you need to know; no prior training 
required.

Learn more on our website at 
friendsofedgewood.org/become-a-docent; then email 
Sandy at docent-training-coord@friendsofedgewood.org 
to sign up. We’ve got only a few spots left! ❖ 

mailto:docent-training-coord@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/become-a-docent
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-edgewood-natural-preserve-3011937000
mailto:EdCenterCoordinator@friendsofedgewood.org
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Why Are Oak Trees Never Lonely? Think Galls …
by Bruce Homer-Smith and Vicky Stein
Oak trees are home for birds, squirrels, fungi, lichens, and a nearly uncountable host of invertebrates like oak gall wasps. 

Over thousands of generations of insect-tree interactions, wasps and trees have evolved together. Each oak gall wasp lays 
its eggs on a particular part of a particular oak species. Then, a chemical injected by the wasp triggers a response in the 

plant, which creates a distinctive gall structure around the growing wasp larvae.

Vicky’s journal page, below, shows four oak galls observed this fall at Edgewood.

These galls are produced by tiny Cynipid wasps. Some of these wasps make one generation per year, but others – including 
several species commonly found at Edgewood – undergo cyclical parthenogenesis. That means their annual life cycle has 

two alternating phases: In the fall, a generation of all-female wasps hatch from their galls. Without mating, those females 
lay their eggs and prompt their host trees to produce a totally different gall from the kind that sheltered the female 

generation. These galls will protect a new generation of wasps through the winter, this time both males and females. 
When the wasps emerge, they procreate, and start off a new set of galls. 

The Gall Habitat
Oak wasp galls are complex habitats, hosting many species beyond the original gall-inducing wasp larvae. Some members 

of the Figitidae wasp family lay their eggs inside existing galls, where they eat the original larvae. Other species of wasps, 
beetles, and moths penetrate galls to eat gall tissues from the inside. Galls can support dozens of species in complex layers 

of parasitism. continued on page 5
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https://joycegross.com/galls_ca_oak.php
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