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by Kathy Korbholz
It was another successful year for our Friends of Edgewood 
annual spring wildflower hikes. Our 2024 season was 
blessed and troubled with plentiful rainfall. On the positive 
side, the wildflowers were gorgeous and some old friends, 
like checker mallows, were more abundant than in many 
past years. On the negative side, the gloomy, rainy days 
kept visitors away and even cancelled some hikes. Despite 
the weather, we offered 80 separate hikes to 450 visitors. 
We also offered two special event hikes which had great 
turnouts: a weed ecology hike (~25 attendees) and the 
Familias Unidas hikes (~50 attendees).

The post-hike reports written by our fabulous docents 
reflect enthusiasm about Edgewood and their love of 
sharing its beauty with visitors. Our emeritus docents have 
access to these reports; those docents who can no longer 
navigate the trails especially appreciate the colorful hike 
descriptions and feeling connected to the docent program 
community. We tried a new docent-facing tool (electronic 
rosters) and behind the scenes improvements (automating 
communication and record keeping systems) with great 
success. Thanks to Bill Korbholz and Barrie Moore for 
their efforts to make these time-saving devices a reality.

Again this year, we had a significant number of no-shows – 
almost 50%. These are guests who register for the hike on 
Evenbrite and despite two email reminders and pleas to 
tell us if they are unable to attend, still silently fail to show 
up. Our docents are divided on their reaction to no-shows. 
Some are happy to lead anyway and appreciate a smaller, 
more attentive group. Others feel disappointed, after all 
their preparation work, to have such a small turnout. We 
feel certain the inclement weather may have driven up the 

Rainy Spring Impacts Wildflower Hikes
no-show rate this year. 
Most docents carry 
liability waivers that 
drop-in visitors can 
sign to join a hike.

Thank you to the 40 
different docents who 
provided another 
fantastic spring 
wildflower season for 
our visitors. Over two 
thirds of these were our 
newer docents – those 
who have graduated since our COVID shut down. We send 
a survey at the end of each season both to those docents 
who led hikes and those who did not. We want to learn 
what docents liked, what could be improved, and what 
keeps them engaged. We received all positive responses 
to queries about the docents’ own enjoyment, feeling 
prepared, and use of the roster. We also asked if docents 
would be interested in leading hikes for Spanish-speaking 
participants. Almost half of the respondents would be 
willing to try if they had help with translating botanical 
terms and could co-lead with a Spanish-speaking docent.  

If you want to help with the Spanish-speaking outreach, 
contact Barrie Moore, mc@friendsofedgewood.org. If you 
would like to become a docent, contact Sandy Bernhard at 
docent-training-coord@friendsofedgewood.org. 

The wildflowers are fading, but there is much to see in the 
preserve throughout the year. Check the FoE Eventbrite 
page for current hike listings. Watch for spring wildflower 
hike listings beginning next February. ❖

Nature gives to every time and season some beauties of its own. —Charles Dickens
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Middle-Aged Douglas Fir Bark
As the tree’s circumference expands, the dead cells at 
the bark surface separate based on their DNA-defined 
characteristics. For Douglas fir, vertical sections of smooth 
young bark break apart in sharp flakes and often assume a 
brownish-red color.

Even though the bark is tough and waterproof, small 
corky pores allow gas exchange with living phloem cells 
underneath.

Old Douglas Fir Bark
The tree’s bark gets thicker over time. The expanding bark 
breaks up in fairly random patterns, each chunk holding 
fiercely to its neighbors.

UV rays eventually break down the lignin in the outer cells, 
causing the wood to lose its color and turn gray.

Bark recesses hidden from UV effects will stay brown 
longer.

Feel the bark of these old, tough trees – they retain their 
hard, sharp edges.

I find bark an especially fertile place to examine nature 
because I’m not good at categorizing it. I have recently 
been enjoying walking up to a tree to see what I can notice 
about its bark. I hope you try it out too! ❖

Bark from page 4
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by Kathy Korbholz, Volunteer Recognition Coordinator
We welcomed 44 volunteers to our volunteer recognition 
event July 14, celebrating 31 years as Friends of Edgewood 
supporters. This annual event provides an opportunity for 
all volunteers to mingle with longtime friends, to meet 
some of our newer volunteers, and to engage with folks 
from other programs within our FoE community.  

FoE celebrated our 30th anniversary last year. The name 
tags for this year’s volunteer recognition event said, “31 
and Counting” to represent our continued commitment of 
volunteer support for Edgewood for the next 30 years.   

According to the National Center for Charitable Statistics 
(January 2024), about 30% of nonprofits don’t last beyond 
10 years. We noted that Friends of Edgewood has passed 
that milestone three times! 

We joyfully introduced Kelly O’Connor’s charming design 
for our new youth T-shirts available from the Ed Center 

store. (Did you 
know we have 
onesies for 
babies too?)

Recognizing Our Valuable Volunteers Photos by Peter Ingram, Barrie Moore, Kathy Korbholz

We love to find out how many years each person attending 
the event has volunteered with FoE. We tally the years, and 
this year it added up to more than four centuries! That is a 
lot of devotion to Edgewood. Another moment of joy was 
all our volunteers proudly waving this year’s volunteer gift, 
our new lighter-colored FoE hats, also available for 
purchase from the store. 

One of the extraordinary highlights of the year’s event was 
the beautifully decorated cake donated by Barb Erny. The 
multi-layer cake was adorned with perfect replicas of 
Edgewood wildflowers, each one individually handcrafted 
by Barb with such accurate detail and color that they were 
all easily recognizable as those we see in the field. Barb 
said it took over 20 hours to create her masterpiece. A 
wonderful example of devotion to Edgewood.

For the last few years, we have used trivia questions to  
recognize some of our volunteer programs and hopefully 
pique interest in finding out more about them. Check out 
a few of these questions on page 7. ❖
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Switch to a Sustaining Membership
Easier for you. Better for Edgewood.
Friends! A sustaining membership lets you make a 
monthly donation via your credit card and have a huge 
impact on programs like Project 467, free nature hikes, 
and more. Can you spare just $5 or more per month to 
support Friends of Edgewood and the park we love? 

Go to f  oew  .org/  donate  , and follow directions to 
become a sustaining member, or email us at  
mem@friendsofedgewood.org, and we will help you 
get set up. 

Friends of Edgewood Trivia
Try these trivia questions that highlight some of our 
volunteer programs. For more information, see Volunteer 
Opportunities on our website under the “Support” tab. 

1. Camera Trappers, coordinated by Laurie Alexander, 
place motion-activated cameras at strategic locations 
across Edgewood. They have captured images of bobcats 
with glimpses of the white patches on the back of bobcat 
ears. Which is a theory about false eyes on bobcat ears?

a. They make bobcats look larger, alert, and aggressive.

b. They help bobkittens follow their moms in dim light.

c. They trick larger predators into thinking they’ve been 
seen.

d. All of the above.

2. The Road Warriors, coordinated by Dave Hershey, picks 
up trash every month from the I-280 segment that runs 
1.7 miles along Edgewood’s western border. Estimate 
how many miles the FoE Road Warriors have walked in 
the 25 years they have been cleaning?  

a. 2040 b. 1560 c. 1400 d. 1280

3. The Trail Ambassador Program, coordinated by Kathy 
Korbholz, which began during COVID as a way to get 
knowledgeable volunteers into the preserve to help 
answer visitor questions, continues to this day. From 
their reports, which of these are true?

a. Woman lifted her toddler inside a trail-side fence 
next to a sign that said “Please stay on the trail.”

b. Visitors seen tromping through the tidy tips, said 
they were just looking for fragrant fritillaries (four 
weeks too late).

c. Rogue weeders, seen attacking Italian thistle, were 
encouraged to join the sanctioned Weed Warriors.

d. All of the above.

4. The Education Center, coordinated by Nancy 
Enzminger, is meant to be a gateway to understanding 
and appreciating Edgewood. This busy building, with 
the Blooming Board coordinated by Deanna Schiel and 
the many hands-on displays, certainly fulfills that 
mission. Which three holidays in 2024 had the most 
visitors to the Ed Center?

a. New Year’s Day / Mother’s Day / Father’s Day

b. Martin Luther King Jr. Day / Easter /Mother’s Day 

c. New Year’s Day / Earth Day / Memorial Day

Answers:  1. d;  2. a (probably a low estimate);  3. d;  
4. b (96 / 92 / 167 respectively)
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